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History 

In 1931, the pastor of St. Peter the Apostle Church in Reserve, Louisiana, purchased an unused public school building, moved it to his parish property and opened a school for African-Americans with the help of Mother Catherine Drexel. The school was staffed by two lay women, "Mother Catherine's Girls", as they were affectionately known. 

In 1936, the Josephite Fathers took over the responsibility of opening a parish in Reserve. Fr. Roderique Auclair, S.S.J., the first pastor, said mass in the former St. Catherine School. He had it moved to the new parish site where he also built a church and rectory. The school continued as Our Lady of Grace School, staffed by "Mother Katherine's Girls." 

In 1942, the Sisters of the Holy Family took over school administration. They lived on the top floor of the old school. Additional classrooms and a gym were built in 1951. In 1957, the old school building was destroyed by fire, and a new convent and classrooms were built. 

The high school department began in 1952 and continued until 1966 when it was closed. The students consolidated with St. Peter High School. 
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Mission Statement

Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic Faith Community that is committed to the belief that every child has the need to be formed spiritually through the teachings of Christian doctrines: to love and be loved, to achieve according to his/her abilities, talents and desires to become an integral part of the society in which he lives, including the school environment.  A child needs to grow up with a self-image that is based on self-respect, self-confidence, and self-discipline, guided by a Christian way of life.  Our school continues to be a vital instrument in challenging the moral behavior of children by affirming talents and gifts.  We strive to develop leadership qualities among all students.

Additionally, in compliance with Title IX of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, no person in the schools of the Archdiocese shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any educational program or activity except permitted under said Title IX.”

Deeply concerned with gospel values, Our Lady of Grace School will continue to be sensitive to the many challenges and needs that affect our community.  We will also continue to be sensitive to the needs of those who come to us regardless of their race or their religious belief.
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Philosophy

Our Lady of Grace Catholic School consists of elementary and middle school.  It is the product of the Roman Catholic Church and exists for the purpose of forming young Christians according to Catholic doctrine and teachings of Christ.

In order to provide a wholesome educational environment for the fostering of Christian principles and positive attitudes in the minds of children, the faculty and staff of Our Lady of Grace endeavor to work harmoniously, always keeping in mind the final destiny of the child.

Pope Plus XI in his encyclical, “Christian Education of Youth”, writes, “perfect schools are the result not so much of good methods as of good teachers, who possess the moral and intellectual qualifications required by their important office, to cherish a pure and holy love for the youths confided to their love for Jesus Christ and his Church”.  
Therefore, it has always been the special concern of the principals and pastors of Our Lady of Grace to engage not only professional teachers, but also truly dedicated Christian teachers for the important work of molding young lives.

Each child is considered an individual person with his background, potential, native heritage, his innate dignity, and future possibilities.  Therefore, all efforts are made to maintain mutual respect and consideration among teachers, as well as between teachers and students.  It is the duty of every classroom teacher to alert herself or himself to all means that will enable the child to develop as an integrated Christian person and to safeguard inherent human dignity as one created according to God’s own image.  Our Lady of Grace, following the doctrine of Vatican II on education, which states, “Christians and young people should be assisted in the harmonious development of their physical, moral, and intellectual endowment”, offers a program, which provides a foundation for a well-balanced education.

In addition to the religious and moral instructions, which permeate the school’s atmosphere, Our Lady of Grace conforms to the state requirements of subjects to be taught in elementary schools.  Stress is placed on mastery of the basic skills in the three R’s, cultural awareness, and a high standard of achievement in all subjects.  The school avails itself of all educational programs and opportunities offered by the state and the Archdiocese, for the spiritual, and intellectual growth of teachers and students.

Teachers help to guide the child toward responsible leadership in the home, civic community, church, and country.  Toward this end, in all classes the child is encouraged to think independently, to make decisions, to choose the right values based on good judgment, and always to aim at the best.  

This school stresses the importance and priority of parental involvement in school activities and programs, mainly through the PTO, Parish School Board, CYO and CCD.
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